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TRUMP SUPPORTS 
CITIZENSHIP FOR 
1.8M ‘DREAMERS’ 


Plan demands cuts 
in legal immigration, 
$25 billion for wall 


BY MICHAEL D. SHEAR 


& SHERYL GAY STOLBERG 
WASHINGTON 
President Donald 


Trump proposed legisla- 
tion on Thursday that 
would provide a path to 
citizenship for as many as 
18 million young un- 
authorized immigrants in 
exchange for an end to dec- 
ades of family-based mi- 
gration policies, a border 
wall and a vast crackdown 


on other immigrants living 
in the country illegally. 

Describing the plan as 
“extremely generous” but a 
take-it-or-leave-it propos- 
al, White House officials 
said they hoped it would be 
embraced by conserva- 
tives and centrists in Con- 
gress as the first step in an 
even broader effort to fix 
the nation’s immigration 
system. 

Officials said the legis- 
lation would pave the way 
to citizenship not only for 
the 690,000 people who had 
signed up for protection 
under an Obama-era pro- 
gram, known as Deferred 


TRUMP ATTEMPT TO FIRE 
MUELLER WAS REBUFFED 


White House counsel refused order, reportedly threatened to resign 


BY MICHAEL S. SCHMIDT 
& MAGGIE HABERMAN 


WASHINGTON 

President Donald Trump ordered 
the firing last June of Robert Mueller, 
the special counsel overseeing the 
Russia investigation, according to 
four people told of the matter, but ul- 
timately backed down after White 
House counsel Don McGahn threat- 
ened to resign rather than carry out 
the directive. 

The West Wing confrontation 
marks the first time Trump is known 
to have tried to fire the special coun- 
sel. Mueller learned about the epi- 
sode in recent months as his investi- 


Robert Mueller Don McGahn 
mer senior White House officials in 
his inquiry into whether the president 
obstructed justice. 

Amid the first wave of news media 
reports that Mueller was examining a 
possible obstruction case, the presi- 
dent began to argue that Mueller had 


qualified him from overseeing the in- 
vestigation, two of the people said. 

First, he claimed that a dispute 
years ago over fees at Trump National 
Golf Club in Sterling, Va., had 
prompted Mueller, the FBI director 
at the time, to resign his membership. 
The president also said Mueller could 
not be impartial because he had most 
recently worked for the law firm that 
previously represented the presi- 
dent’s son-in-law, Jared Kushner. Fi- 
nally, the president said, Mueller had 
been interviewed to return as the FBI 
director the day before he was ap- 
pointed special counsel in May. 

After receiving the president’s or- 
der to fire Mueller, McGahn refused 
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gators interviewed current and for- 


three conflicts of interest that dis- 
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FRED GREAVES REUTERS 


Gov. Jerry Brown deliv- 
ers his final State of the 
State address Thursday 
in Sacramento. 


BROWN 
FOCUSES 
ON PAST, 
FUTURE 

IN SPEECH 


Governor delivers 
last State of the State 
address of his career 


BY JOHN MYERS 


SACRAMENTO 

In his 16th and final State 
of the State address, Gov. 
Jerry Brown largely pivoted 
away from familiar warnings 
about California’s future to in- 
stead offer a valedictory mes- 
sage on what’s been accom- 
plished since his unprece- 
dented return to Sacramento 
in 2011. 

“Very few places in the 
world can match that record,” 
he said Thursday to an audi- 
ence of state lawmakers and 
guests inthe Assembly cham- 
ber of the state Capitol. 

Though a few suggestions 
were offered on how lawmak- 
ers should spend the year, his 
half-hour speech — the long- 
est since his first tour of duty 
as governor — may be most 
remembered for the moment 
it marked in Brown’s own po- 
litical odyssey and that of the 
state’s history. 

When he delivered his de- 
but statewide address as gov- 
ernor in 1975 — one of two 
times he folded the State of 
the State into his swearing-in 


ceremony — _ California’s 
population totaled some 21.5 
million. And as Brown 


pointed out Thursday, the 
state’s total personal income 
then was $154 billion. Today, 
there are twice as many peo- 
ple and a 15-fold increase in 

overall wealth. 
Brown, too, has changed. 
SEE BROWN e A8 


Caught in a trap 


K.C. ALFRED U-T 


Tiger Woods blasts out of a sand trap on the first hole 
of the Torrey Pines South Course during Thursday’s 
first round of the Farmers Insurance Open. Woods 
finished even-par 72 in his return to the PGA Tour and 
is seven shots behind the leader, Tony Finau. Story, D1. 


Coast Guard 
Vice Adm. Fred 
Midgette walks 
by bundles of 
cocaine aboard 
the Coast 
Guard cutter 
Stratton in San 
Diego on Thurs- 
day. The seiz- 
ures occurred 
between late 
November and 
early January. 


JULIE WATSON AP 


COAST GUARD UNVEILS SEIZURE 
OF $721M WORTH OF COCAINE 


BY KAREN KUCHER 


The Coast Guard on Thursday began 
unloading more than $721 million worth 
of cocaine seized in the eastern Pacific 
Ocean, including some that was located 
with the help of drone surveillance that a 
Coast Guard vice admiral called “a game- 
changer.” 

Between late November and early 
January, more than 47,000 pounds of co- 
caine were seized in 23 separate inter- 
dictions by U.S. and Canadian forces op- 
erating in international waters off the 
coast of Central America and South 
America, officials said. 


On Thursday, cocaine bundles, some 
ofit wrapped in colorful nylon mesh, were 
piled high on pallets on the deck of the 
Coast Guard cutter Stratton at the B 
Street Pier. 

Officials said the narcotics will be 
turned over to federal agents and used 
to investigate and prosecute drug traf- 
fickers before eventually being de- 
stroyed. 

Coast Guard Vice Adm. Fred Midg- 
ette said crews increasingly are seeing 
smugglers using low-profile “go fast” 
boats to move illicit cargo. 

The boats are nimble, sit low in the wa- 
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WOMAN WHO CLAIMS SHE 
WAS “BLIND MULE’ TO GET 
NEW SMUGGLING TRIAL 


Court said Tijuana boutique owner wrongly 
prevented from submitting certain evidence 


BY KRISTINA DAVIS 


Angelica Urias Espinoza 
was in the importation busi- 
ness. 

She regularly drove into 
the United States from Ti- 
juana to purchase clothing 
for her women’s fashion 
boutique, sometimes taking 
specific requests from cus- 
tomers. 

On April 22, 2015, Urias 
was caught importing 
something else: 24 pounds 
of pure methamphetamine. 

The drugs had been 
packed inside the backseat 
of her gray Ford Escape, fill- 
ing the spaces where the 
foam cushion should have 
been. 

She went to trial, deny- 
ing any knowledge of the 
drugs. The San Diego fed- 
eral jury didn’t buy her 
“blind mule” defense and 


convicted her of importa- 
tion of methamphetamine. 
She was sent to prison to be- 
gin a 74-year sentence — a 
term more than double 
what prosecutors had rec- 
ommended. 

But Urias, 43, is getting 
another shot. This week, the 
9th U.S. Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals overturned her convic- 
tion, ruling that the trial 
judge wrongly prohibited 
her from introducing evi- 
dence that her next-door 
neighbor may have planted 
the drugs and used her as an 
unwitting smuggler. 

The ruling calls for a new 
trial — although it remains 
to be seen if a new jury will 
reach the same verdict. 

The case is a rare exam- 
ple of a drug-smuggling ar- 
rest along the San Diego- 
Mexico border going to trial 

SEE MULE • A9 


WEEKEND 


U-T INDEX 


RUNNING WILD 


DE 1- Final “Maze Runner” film makes for an 
entertaining but tiring moviegoing experience. 
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2018 GMC ACADIA 


LEASES PER MONTH 
FOR + TAX FOR 
36 MONTHS 


$269 per month + tax for 36 months. 36,000 miles per year allowed. $.25 per mile thereafter. 
$1,995 customer cash + $500 Manufacturer Rebate + $1,500 Lease Conquest/Loyalty* = 
$3,995 total due at lease signing includes all fees and first payment. No security deposit 
required. On approved credit. Some customers may not qualify to lease. *Must currently be 
leasing a 2012 or newer passenger vehicle. 5 at this payment. 


2018 GMC TERRAIN 


LEASE S PER MONTH 
FOR + TAX FOR 


24 MONTHS 


$189 per month + tax for 24 months. 24,000 miles per year allowed. $.25 per mile thereafter. 
$1,995 customer cash + $2,950 Manufacturer Rebate + $1,500 Lease Conquest* = $6,445 
total due at lease signing includes all fees and first payment. No security deposit required. On 
approved credit. Some customers may not qualify to lease. *Must currently be leasing a 2012 
non-GM vehicle. 2 at this payment. #JL165891, #JL238474 


2018 GMC CANYON 


$19,995 


NCBCG PRICE 


5 at this price 


All advertised prices plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document processing charge, any electronic filing charge, and any emissions testing charges. All units subject to prior sale. 01/29/2018 


NORTH COUNTY Si suck 


| 888-913-7777 | NCBCG.COM | 1515 Auto Park Way, Escondido 


